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Part XVII. ot “Cuneiform Texts from Babylonian Tablets, etc.,” contains texts

from ninety-nine clay tablets, and fragments of the Kouyunjik and other collections.

The texts are magical, some being written in the Babylonian character and others in

Assyrian,

They may be divided into the following groups :(—

(1.) Texts belonging to the Series ASakk1 MarsOTI, ze., “The Fever Sickness,”

(2.)

and Tr1, ze., ““Headaches.” Portions of texts belonging to both Series
Werggablished by the late General Sir H. C. Rawlinson, Bart., G.C.B., in
the Fourth Volume of the ¢ Cuneiform Inscriptions of Western Asia,” but
with the exception of two tablets these compositions were not clearly
identified at the time of their publication in 1875. Subsequently, however,
owing to the rejoining of many hitherto unidentified fragments in the
Kouyunjik Collection, and the discovery of many duplicates in that and in
the Babylonian Collections, much new material has been collected, which
is published in the following plates for the first time. The Series Agaxxi
Mars0TI contained at least twelve “Tablets,” and at present portions of the
First, Third, Ninth, Eleventh, and Twelfth Tablets have been identified
and their proper place assigned to them. The Series 1Tt originally con-
sisted of nine Tablets, of which portions of the Third, Sixth, Eighth, and
Ninth have now been identified and their proper place assigned to them.
(Plates 1-28.)

Miscellaneous Incantation texts, of a similar character, some of which
supply the spells that were to be recited over small figures of clay and
dough, with the object of driving out certain diseases caused by evil spirits.
Others provide exorcisms for averting the Evil Eye, the laying of spirits
under a ban, and for doing away the evil effects of ceremonial uncleanness.
Among this group of texts is one (KK. 4859, 5139, and 5317) which has
been held to prove that the Babylonians were in the habit of offering up
their children as sacrifices, but the main portion of the tablet, which has
been recently identified and rejoined to one of the fragments mentioned
above, shows that the text belongs to a class of incantations which treat of
sympathetic magic, and there is no foundation for the theory. The com-
position relates to a certain sickness, or disease, which seized upon the body
of a man, and states that the god Ea ordained that a kid or lamb should be
offered as a substitute for the man, limb for limb, Z.e., the animal’s head for
the man’s head, its neck for his neck, its breast for his breast, etc. In brief,
the new portions of this text support the view that the word u7zs# does not
mean ‘child,” but the offspring of some beast. (Plates 29—41.)

(3.) Tablets inscribed with descriptions of a number of Gods and Mythological

(4.)

Monsters. (Plates 42—45.)

A number of additional fragments belonging to the Series Utukk1 LiMnoTi,
of which the greater portion has been published in Part XVI. of this
publication. (Plates 46-49.)
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(5.) A mythological and magical text, which describes the creation or the Worm
that caused toothache, and gives directions for the steps which are to be
taken to destroy its evil work. (Plate 50.)

Since the printing off of the plates, the tablet “AA” (Plates 38) has been found
to be the continuation of the Eighth Tablet of this Series Lug. xa. (Plate 41.)

The copies have been made by Mr. R. Campbell Thompson, M.A., Assistant
in the Department. |

E. A, WALLIS BUDGE.

DEPARTMENT OF EGYPTIAN AND ASSYRIAN ANTIQUITIES,

Brimisa MUsEUM.

May 9th, 1903.
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