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Part XVI. of " Cuneiform Texts from Ehbylonian Tablets, etc.," contains texts 
from one hundred and thirty-eight clay tablets and fragments of the Kouyunjik and 
other collections. T h e  greater number or' these texts contain incantations and 
exorcisms, spells and formulae of conjuration, and invocations to various supernatural 
powers, which belong to the famous magical series that bore the name UTUICICI 
L I M N ~ T I ,  i.e., " T h e  Evil Spirits," among the Babylonians and Assyrians. This  
Series originally consisted of sixteen " Tablets," which were con~posed with the 
object of averting the attacks of demons, devils, ghosts, vampires, ghouls, hobgoblins, 
and all the kindred spirits and powers of evil which were believed to lie in wait 
for man both by day and by night. These incantations were originally written 
in Sumerian, i.e., the non-Semitic language of Babylonia, and are of Sumerian origin ; 
they were translated into Assyrian probably under the Second Assyrian Empire, 
about B.C. 650. At  this period we find that the non-Semitic (Sumerian) originals 
were written with the interlinear Semitic (Assyrian) translation. 

Attention was first called to this important series of texts by the late Genera1 
Sir H. C. Rawlinson, Bart., G.C.B., who, in the fourth volume of the " Cuneiform 
Inscriptions of Western Asia," published the Fifth and Sixteenth Tablets in a s  
complete a form as was then possible ; in the same volume he also printed a 

considerable number of fragments belonging to various Tablets of the Series, 
which it was impossible at that time to identify. Subsequent examinations of the 
Kouyunjik and other collections in the British Museum by Mr. L. W. King and 
Mr. R. C. Thompson have resulted in the identification and " rejoining" of scores 
of fragments, and thus we now possess at least one-half the Series UTUICICI LIMNOTI 
in a tolerably perfect state. The  greater part of the material given in the present 
Part is published for the first time, and this edition of the Fifth and Sixteenth 
Tablets is the most complete that has hitherto appeared. 

T h e  texts of the Series have, as far as possible, been arranged in the order 
indicated by the Colophons; but in cases where the Colophons are wanting the 
texts have been indicated by the letters " A "  to " J " (see Plates 24-41). 

On Plates 41-49 will be found the text of an incantation which belongs to a 
similar Series, and of which a portion has been already published in the " Cuneiform 
Inscriptions of Western Asia," Vol. IV., plate I In recent years this text has 
excited a considerable amount of general interest, chiefly because it has been 
supposed by some to contain a description of the Biblical Garden of Eden : but the 
discovery of a large completing fragment in the past year proves beyond all doubt 
that the place in the city of Eridu, where grew the plant or tree Kiikartd, around 
which the incantation centres, is in no way connected with any locality mentioned in 
the narrative of the Fall of Man. The  plant RiiRand, by reason of its traditional 



association with certain Sumerian gods, possessed physical properties which were 
believed to be efficacious in ridding a man of the evil incubus which had assailed 
him, provided that the suppliant was equipped with the knowledge of the necessary 
Words of Power. The  concluding portion of the incantation, with the new fragment 
now published for the first time, shows that the text is one of a series of ordinary 
exorcisms ; and there are no grounds for asserting that it contains any reference to 
the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, or to the traditional Paradise of the 
Hebrews. 

The  copies have been made by Mr. R. Campbell Thornpson, M.A., Assistant 
in the Department. 

E. A. WALLIS BUDGE. 
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