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Part XVIII. of “Cuneiform Texts from Babylonian Tablets, ete.,” contains
texts from one hundred and twenty-cight clay tablets and fragments of the
Kouyunjik and other collections in the British Museum. The material published
in this Part is entirely lexicographical in character, and forms a portion of the great
class of explanatory compositions which the Assyrian scribes compiled and edited
during the period of the later Assyrian kings. The copies hercin given are made
from the tablets drawn up by order of Ashur-bani-pal, king of Assyria from s.c. 668
to B.c. 626, for the Royal Library at Nineveh.

The Assyrian and Babylonian scribes were diligent students of their own
literature, and with the twofold object of aiding themselves in their own researches
and of assisting beginners in their studies they compiled catalogues of their principal
literary works and wrote explanatory tablets and commentarics on the more difficult
among them. They also studied the language itself and the Assyrian method of
writing, and, in order to facilitate the study of early Assyrian and Babylenian texts,
they compiled lists of the archaic forms of the characters and attempted to trace
them back to the pictures from which they originally sprang.  The Assyrian scribes
also compiled syllabaries, or lists of signs, to which they added the values of the
characters and their Assyrian names and mcanings,

The Assyrian explanatory texts include grammatical paradigms made for
the use of beginners, classified lists of verbal formations, and lists of ideographs
arranged in some cases according to the forms of the characters with which they
began or ended, and in others according to the meanings or roots of their
equivalents,

Perhaps. the most interesting class of grammatical tablets are the lists of
synonymous Assyrian words, examples of which are published in the present Part;
these tablets are really the oldest dictionaries in the world. The tablets are
inscribed in double columns, that on the left containing the words to be explained,
and that on the right the synonyms. Sometimes several synonyms arc given for
the same word, and in such cases the scribe, in order to save himself the trouble of
repeating the original word, often makes use of the sign W, which is equivalent
to our double commas (,, ) or “ditta.”

Many of the tablets given in the following plates have already been published
either in whole or in part, and excerpts from them have been frequently quoted and
discussed ; they are, however, here published in a complete form for the first time.
They may be conveniently classified under the following five headings :-—-

(1.) Lists of synonymous Assyrian words belonging to tablets which have not
been classified and collected into series {Plates 1-26). The following
tablets and fragments have not hitherto been published completely:
KEK. 2036, 4181, 4193, 4214, 4233, 4375, 5420¢, 54402, 5454, 5566, 6842,
7719, 7728, 7764, 8312, 9892, 9931, 9980, 9983, 10014, 10029, 10089,
10798, 11170, 11191, 11205, 11401, 11555, L1773, 13579, 13585, 136006,
13629, 13035, 13654, 13681, 14083, 14104, 14134, 14157, 14780; S5, 53,
1614, 1744 ; D.T. 105 RR. 355, 360; 79-7-8, 38; 81-2-4, 434 ; and
Bu. 8g—4-26, 48.
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(2.) Lists of synonymous words inscribed upon tablets belonging to the Series
which the Assyrians called B =l & ¢ g2l M, ic., Marxu = Sharru
a word meaning “ king.” This Scries obtains its name from the first
pair of synonyms given in the first line of the First Tablet of the Series
(Plates 27-31). It consisted originally of at lcast eight Tablets, of which
portions of the First, and the Third, and the LEighth Tablets can still be
identified by means of their colophons, The following fragments are here
published for the first time : KK. 2054, 11233, 13503, 13612 and 13620.

{(3.) Lists of Sumerian words with their Assyrian equivalents inscribed upon

" tablets belonging to the Secries which the Assyrians called =1 =17 ~1I2 2

T EMe (var. ), aN-ta-cal = sa-fu-u (“to be high”), from the frst

line of the First Tablet of the Series (Plates 32-37). Portions of the

Third, and the Fifth, and the Seventh, and the Eighth, and possibly of

the Tenth Tablets of the Series have been identified by means of their

colophons. The three fragments K. 8833, 5. 1490, and 79-7-8, 31 arc
here published for the first time,

(4.) Lists of Sumerian words with their Assyrian equivalents inscribed upon
' tablets belonging to the Series which the Assyrians called ElQoEgy »
=5V ¥ o/, ALAM = Jo-a-nu (*“image "), from the first line of the First Tablet
of the Series (Plates 38-41). The following fragments are herc published
for the first time : KK. 4191, 4243, 12022, and R. 2, 37.

(5.) Lists of Sumerian words with their Assyrian equivalents inscribed upon
tablets which have not been classified and collected into series (Plates
42-50). The following fragments are here published for the first time:
KK. 214, 2022, 4192, 4555, 7699, 7707, 10083, 10194, and 80-7-19, 184.

The copics have been made by Mr. R. Campbell Thompson, M.A., Assistant
in the Department. '

E. A, WALLIS BUDGE.

DEPARTMENT OF EGYPIIaN AND ASSYRIAN ANTIQUITIES,
Bruinsu MysguM.

October 8k, 1904,
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