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Part XX. of "Cuneiform Texts from Babylonian Tablets, etc.," contains texts
from eighty-one tablets and fragments of the Kouyunjik and other collections in the

British Museum. The texts here given relate to forecasts and omens, and belong to

one of the largest classes of Assyrian literature; they are copied from tablets made

by the order of Ashur-bani-pal, king of Assyria from B.C. 668 to B.C. 626, for the

Royal Library at Nineveh.

The prediction of future events plays an important part in the religion of

Western Asia, and the practice of augury was followed by a large and organized

body of the priesthood. They professed to divine the future by reading the

stars, and by noting the relative positions of the planets; but the science of

divination was not confined to the scrutiny of the heavens, for the Babylonians

and Assyrians drew auguries from almost every event of daily life. During the

earlier periods of the nation's history each case on which the augur was consulted

was no doubt decided without reference to precedent, but in subsequent decisions

precedent played an important part. In the course of time, all occurrences, and the

consequences said to result from them, were written down, and the tablets on which

they were inscribed were grouped into classes according to the subjects from which

the forecasts or omens were derived. Many of these tablets were at a later period

collected into Series. In this way there arose a considerable literature dealing with

astrology and divination, and to this class of literature the texts on a large number

of the tablets from the Royal Library at Nineveh belong.

The tablets published in the following plates may be classified under the

following three main divisions:--

(i.) Tablets belonging to the Series named by the Assyrians --< -YTT, Enuma

GIR, from the two words with which most of the separate forecasts in the

Series begin; and other tablets relating to the same subjects (Plates 1-30).

(2.) Tablets belonging to the Series named by the Assyrians a< W , Enuma

GAR-TAB, from the two words with which most of the separate forecasts in

the Series begin; and other tablets relating to the same subjects (Plates

31-38).

(3.) Tablets belonging to the Series named by the Assyrians a< A>- + TY
~ST S.~E-, Enuma Mul-la-bil-lum, from the opening words of the first

forecast (Plates 39-50). Two of the tablets belonging to this Series,

K. 6292 and D.T. 49, are not here included, and will be published in a later

Part.

They are all now published for the first time, with the exception of four, which

have been previously completely published (KK. I352, 2263, 4085 and R. 1I, I 112),

and four others which have been partly edited (KK. 2235, 395I, 3952, and 4585b).

The copies hav e by Mr. R. Campbell Thompson, M.A., Assistant
in the Department.

E. A. WALLIS BUDGE.

DEPARTMENT OF EGYPTIAN AND ASSYRIAN ANTIQUITIES,

BRITISH MUSEUM.

October 8th, 1904.
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