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1.0YDOU : 

ElhRI<ISOK AND SONS, 

PRINTERS IN O R m K A R Y  TO lllS LATE IdAJaavv, 

ST. MARTIX'S LANE. 



Part XXVIIJ  of " Cuneiform Texts  from Rabylonian Tablets, etc.," contains 
texts from ninety tablets and fragments of the I<ouyutijik Collections in thc British 
Museum, the majority of \vhich are here published for the first time. The texts 
relate to omens, and are copied from tablets made hy the order of Ashur-bani-pal, 
Iring of Assyria. from c.c. 668 to ILC. 626, for the Royal Library at  Nincvch. 

T h e  tablets illcluded on Plates 1-42 are inscribed wilh omens derived from 
Ijirths, and are in continuation of those published in Part XXVll of this work. 
They include portcnts taken from the phenomena of animal as well as of human 
~'arturition; and the extraordinary character of many of the composite cffspring 
described can only be explained as referring to events which might take place in 
drezlms. Rarely, the human births are defined as referring to a special class, as with 
those derived from fhe offspring of princesses, on pla~cs 3 and 4. 

Plates ~$3-50 are devotccl to omens derived from the liver or a sacrificial victim, 
and are in continuation of the texts already put~lisl~ed in Part XX of this Series. 
T h e  omens are here dcri\lecl from the appearance of ~ w o  parts of the liver which 
may probably be identified with the gall-bladder and thc finger-shaped appcridix 
known as tlie "processus pyramidalis." From peculiarities rioted in the different 
portions of the liver, the diviner could foretell the probable result of a campaign, or 
the future of any private citizen who might consult him. Thus both public and 
private events figure in the lines devotcd to the intcrlx-etation of the sig-ns. 

T h e  copies have been made by Mr. P. S. P. Handcock, B.A., and have 
been revised and corrected by Mr. L. W. King, M A . ,  F.S.A., Assistants in the 
Department. 

E. A. WALLIS BUDGE. 





D E S C R I P T I O N  O F  P1,ATES. 

I. Some of the tablets here published contain ornens derived from the birth of children, others 
being conncctcd with the birth o l  animals, sheep, cows, dogs, pigs, goats, etc. 

PL.\TR. 

(U). Of the human births, the following Inay be mentioned ;IS of special 
intel-cst :-K. 3966 contains omens dcrivcd frorn the ofrspring of princcsscs, 
including cliildrcn with six toes, and with the eye of a lion, a serpent, a demon, etc. 
I t  tnay be noted that S<. 10158 is a duplicate of L<. 3966, 11. 1-9, bul, as it gives 
no variants, its text is not included. 011 I<. 4035 are enumerated various 
orncns to be derived from the condition or absence of different organs in a 
new-horn child. 

(6). Or  the animal births, it may be noted that l<. 7200 relates to ornclis 
derived from tlie birth of various coloured pups. I<. 3823, Rev., 11. zq TT., K. 4079a, 
and 79-7 8, r I 3, treat of omens dcrived i~-om the birth of sheep ; diilerent 
portents are deduced fi-om the place whcrc they cast their young, such as 011 a 
bed, or in the court, etc. While some of the abnormalities enumerated arc 
possiblc in nature, such as a sheep with six legs, two tails, etc., other births, such 
as those of lions from sheep, c;ln o111y be regarded as referring to events in 
dreams. Other omens of the same class arc found among those rclatin:: to other 
animals, such as I<S<. 3838, G698, which, hesides rclcrrirlg to ornens clerivzrl frorn 
the birth of Bids of different colours, dcrive omens from the birth of a horse, dog, 
lion, serpcnt, [or, jaclial, etc., from goats. i h o n g  other tablets of animal orncns 
arc KI<. 971.1, 12840, Srn. joz, which refer to the birth of pigs : it may be noted 
that the c;1tc11-line of I<. 9713 relers to the birth of dogs (4 S<. 7m0, PI. 5) ; 
KK. 6289, 12865, lim. 2, 107, which contair~ omens derived from thc birth of 
horses, among them being the hir t l~ of a horse with the head of a pig, ctc., 
withc,ut l~iiid and fore-legs, etc. 1<K. 84.9, jgXS, 8296, which relate to omens 
derived from the birth of calves, including the number of calves at a birth, a 
two-headed calf, the position of  the horns on the right or left side, the similarity 
of the right or left hoof to that o i a  lion, etc .... ... . . . . . . . . .  ... 1-42 

IS. The rcmaining eight plates, containing a selection of texts relating to omens derivecl 
from tlie liver of a sacrificial victim, principally concern thc two parts o i  the liver 
which Inay probably he idcntificd with the gall-bladder, and thc finger-shaped 
appcndix known as the "processus pyrarnidalis." The variations in tlie gall-hladdc~; 
from u,hicl~ omens arc dcrivcd, include observations as to whcthcr it is split on 
the right or left sides, whether the lower or upper part is split, if it is split in two 
places on bolli the right and left sides, whether thcrc is a depression in thc lcft 
side, right side, or centre o l  the bladder, etc. l<.  717 Inay be mentioned as of a 
s~ec ia l  interest, for it shows tliat the month in \vhicl~ tlic ornen was observed was 
all influential factor in determinirig its significance ; this tablet cnurncrates the 
cliffierent cvcnts of public or private importance, \\-l~ich ensue when tlie obscr- 
vation was made in tllc months Nisan, Iyyar, Sivan, Tammuz, Ab, ancl so on 

,tliroughont the year .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... ... ... ... 49-50 



C O R R I G E K D A .  

PI. I, 82-3-23, 56, 1. I, for read STTT;  1. 3, for read ITn; 1. 4, for read 
YTe; 1. 6, for -:=I read -:B, and for #-B read .-TT- 4; K. 6790, etc., 1. 10, for C! 
read %I:; l. 18, for the sccond T**P. read it. P1. 2, 1. 30, end, for I read :z; l. 32, for G 
read %; 1. 46, for 7& @ 'ET read y& -:H, i.e., suk-ku-Rrr, " a  dcaf child"; 

~ , " <  l. ? fl'r read.$J ,  and for g;;; read i.e., +TyT. PI. 3, l. 4, for (m rcad ( 7 - a ;  1. 13, or 
read FIT, i.e., ntdtz~ i-.?n-rz~; 1. 26, for t T k  read ET;+. PI. 4, 1. 7, for + read -71, i.e., nrz'bzl, 
" a  1-aven"; 1. 15, omit - aiter inn-Za. PI. 5, I<. 403;, etc., 1. 14, for -W: rcad t T y F  ,>*, i.e., ETTP ; 
I<. 7200, ctc., I. 2, for -S read +S. PI. 6, I<. 766, 1. 2, for (1:: rcacl (17; 1:. 6281, between 
lines 4 and 5 there is a blank space of one line; 1. 5, Tor \'. read A$ ; I. X, for - S I T  -:TT read 

-:E$, i.e., -=m, /Iu?a&u; 1. g, for tTTT read tTT7;; .l. 13, for t E  read :E ET; for k' 
read *$, ie., *rTr. PI. 7, 1. 2, for 7 read ZFT ; 1. 8, of €7 only z2 is visible ; l. 15, for -2 rcad $3, 
i.e., probably ET; l. 17, for $4 read 3; 1. 22, for read -28; 1. 32, sccond half, the traces are 
hose  o PI. K, Rev., l .  6, Tor read zr. PI. i), l. 27, for 5FLT read :<ET; 1. 38, 
for 1 a d  t .  PI. 10, I<. 9222, l. 3, for - z read .s; 1. 5, for -:TT ,&T rcad -:T:zrT; 
1. 7, for 7 read Yj??$. Platcs 11, 12, 13, and 14, the cdgcs of thc tablcts are not where indicateri by 
dotted lines; PI. 12, I<. 6667, 1. 5, for (1~3 rcad (Y-Ek, it., (T-ElI; K. 7178, 1. 11, for C, + y& 
read 2 ,  : .7,,.z~; + . PI. 13, K. 6743, for t?& read A$; K. 7033, 1. I, for ClTT rcad v'ix*',' - 1 1 1 1  3 1 4  ' 

probably :TTTT; 1. 5, for @J 1-cad - S];  1. 9, Tar :TTT read :!]TT. PI. 14, K. 12887, 1. 4, Tor 2 ~ 7  
read 2rr; I<. 9166, l. 4, aftcr T**** insert 1; 1. 5, Tor 3 rcad b y ;  and l. 5 (anrl pl. 25, 1. j), Tor 
read I'YT. l I I ,  I ,  l. 4, for 4 a d  - 2 .  .,. 1'1. 16, l<. 12527, 1. 4,  for 'cad z2;  
l. 6, for 1-ead + c; 82-3-23, 84, l. 6, for read k z ;  1. 8 T., Tor 2=! rcad %$a. PI. 20, Rev., 
1. 2, for ET read ET. PI, 21, K. rojga, Obv., 1. 3, erid, add by.  PI. 25, 1. 19, for E* read -@. 

I N D E X  '1'0 R E G I S T R A T I O N  N U M B E R S .  

Xegislrnliun I Rcgiitrstinn 
Nunrber. Platc. Numher. Plale. 

... S ... ... K. 134 + I<. 4128 ... 43, 44 I(. 4035 + I(. 4037 5 

... K .  182 + K. 3038 ... 47, 48 
Ic.717 ... ... ... . . .  44 

... I<. 766 ... ... ... 6 

... ... K. 798 ... ... 37 
K.849  ... ... ... ... 30 
I<. 19.30 ... .., . . ... 40 

I<. 2 7 1 4  + K. 3831 + I<. 4062 ... 50 
IC.3143 ... ... ... ... 38 
K.  3760 ... ... ... ... 49 

... ... K. 3817 ... ... 24 

... I<. 3823 + K. 3835 ... 7, 8, 9 

I<. 3838 + K. 798j + I<. 10404 32 
... I<. 3966 ... ... ... 3, 4 

K.  3985 + K .  6690 + K .  I 1 2 0 2  + 
S. 241 ... ... 25, 26, 2 7  

. . . . . .  ... I<. 4064 . . 45 
K.  4079" . . . . . .  ... ... 38 

. . . . . .  ... I<. 5988 ... 3' 

... ... ... ... K.6221 42 
K.6231 ... ... ... ... 49 

I<. 6281 ... ... ... ... 6 
K.  6286 + K. 6295 ... ... 39, 40 
K. 6288 ... ... ... ... 3 3 

... K. 6289 ... ... . , . 37 

... ... ... K. 6667 ... 1 2  

... I<. 6698 ... ... ... '5 
... I<. 6743 ... ... ... I3  
... I<. 6790 +l<. 8081 $ K. 3791 I ,  2 

... K. 6910 ... ... ... 18 
. K. 7033 ... ... ... ... I3  



Registration 
Number . 

K . 7036 . . . . . .  
K . 7178 . . . . . .  
K . 7200 + K . 9862 
K . 7278 ... ... 
K . 7615 ... ... 
K . 8100 ... ... 
K . 8274 ... ... 
K . 8296 ... ... 
K . 8336 . . . . . .  
K.8821  ... ... 
K . 9166 ... ... 

I Registrahun 
Plntc . Number . Plate . 

... ... 34 K . 12860 ... ... ... ... 17 

... ... 1 2  I< . 12861 . . . . . .  ... . . 
I 

'7 
... ... 5 I< 12865 + K . 12884 + K . 13960 23 

... ... l0 I<: 12886 + S . 1743 ... ... 34 
... ... 17 I< . 12887 ... ... ... I4  ... 

... ... 4 6 K . 1 2 8 8 8  ... ... ... ... 26 





OMENS FROM BIRTHS. 



PLATE 2. 

OMENS FROM BIRTHS. 

K. 6790. + K. 8081 .I. K. 9791. (CONT.) 



OMENS FROM BIRTHS. 

K. 3B66, 

OBVERSE. 



PLATE 4. 

OMENS FROM BIRTHS. 



PLATE 5. 

OMENS FROM BIRTHS. 

K. 4035. + K. 4037. 



PLATE B. 

OMENS FROM BIRTHS. 

K. 766. 



OMENS FROM BIRTHS. 

K. 8823. + K. 3885, 
OBVERSE. 



OMENS FROM BIRTHS. 



OMENS FROM BIRTHS. 



PLATE 10. 

OMENS FROM BIRTHS. 

K. 9222. 



PLATE 11. 

OMENS FROM BIRTHS. 

s. 779. 
OBVERSE. 

S. 770, REVERSE. 



PLATE 12. 

OMENS FROM BIRTHS. 

V) 0 In 
C 

7 



PLATE 13. 

OMENS FROM BIRTHS. 



OMENS FROM BIRTHS. 



PLATE 15. 

OMENS FROM BIRTHS. 



OMENS FROM BIRTHS. 

10 10 0 

K 
W ui > :: 10 

......,. :.,.A,.. 
W . . f... 

"7:f;r,, ... :*.$L2$..:::. p".,gw" , .... 
.f .l... .. m 

2 
m 9 2 
Y 



OMENS FROM BIRTHS. 

K. iaeeo. 



PLATE 16. 

OMENS FROM BIRTHS. 





OMENS FROM BIRTHS. 

RM. II 206. OBVERSE. 

[BROKEN 0 [BROKEN SURFACE.] 

R M .  11 206. REVERSE 

:...- ..<, . : *.- . .h*.; $... c:. . . 7 ,<..*.S g., $'\ ." .. 



OMENS FROM BIRTHS. 



PLATE 22. 

OMENS FROM BIRTHS. 

K. 8.906 REVERSE. 

K. 8288. OBVERSE. 



OMENS FROM BIRTHS. 

K. l.9866. -I- K. UStM. + K. 18080. 

REVERSE. 



OMENS FROM BIRTHS. 



PLATE IB. 

OMENS FROM BIRTHS. 

K. 8086 + K. 8690 + K. 1- 
+ 8-24. 



OMENS FROM BIRTHS. 

OBVERSE (FONT.). 



OMENS FROM BIRTHS. 

REVERSE (CONT.). 



PLATE 28. 

OMENS FROM BIRTHS. 

82, 542,  106a. 

OBVERSE. 



OMENS FROM BIRTHS. 

82, 6-a2, 1Wa. 

REVERSE. 

PLATE 09. 



K 849, OBVERSE. 

5 

EDGE. 

REVERSE. 

. . 



PLATE 31. 

OMENS FROM BIRTHS. 



PLATE 38. 

OMENS FROM BIRTHS. 

K. 8888 + K. 7986 + K. 10404. 

REVERSE. 



PLATE 33. 

OMENS FROM BIR'TI-IS. 

K. 6288, OBVERSE. 

K. 6288, REVERSE. 



PLATE 34. 

OMENS FROM BIRTHS. 

K. U838 4- S. 1743. 



OMENS FROM BIRTHS. 



OMENS FROM BIRTHS. 



PLATE 3'7. 

OMENS FROM BIRTHS. 



PLATE 30. 

OMENS FROM BIRTHS. 



OMENS FROM BIRTHS. 

K. 8286 -1. K. 6995. 

OBVERSE. 



OMENS FROM BIRTHS. 

19-7-8, 257. 

K. 6286 c K. 0295. 



OMENS FROM BIRTHS. 

5 

10 

15 

20 

2 5 

K. 12278, OBVERSE. 



OMENS FROM BIRTHS.. 

K. 6221. 

.;.: ;.. k.:.. .*......S :.::.> :..*.::-. ... :.. ..':.-: .... >.r, . .. :: -.: 5:. -.: .::: :......,,. ....:...... .:,. ;.. . ..... -.: ....:... "': .... ::.::.:.<;:::q' .... '..*L 
>..C.?.> ..:..:. .: \ ,c 

%*;;,> .:,,, , ~ *..... ..-> ..- ...... . ....: . { ;>,./.. ...S %* .:.?...a. . .... i,;. 
.*=*.... ..., :v::3..q pp?$>, .::: .......... ::.::>.:: .v... 

K. 12278, REVERSE. 



OMENS FROM THE LIVER. 

K. 134 1 K. 4128. 

OBVERSE. 



OMENS FROM THE LIVER. 

K. 134 + K. 4128. 
REVERSE. 

m -  $IC$ +F= pVf 
d*p;i m*qflH*-q**+T *F 

K. 717, OBVERSE. 

.,., :... *. .. / .,.. 

K. 717. REVERSE. 

[BROKEN SURFACE] 



OMENS FROM THE LIVER. 

K. 4084. 



PLATE 48. 

OMENS FROM THE LIVER. 



OMENS FROM THE LIVER. 

K. 188 + K. 3038. 

OBVERSE. 

10 7 0 m - 



OMENS FROM THE LIVER. 

K. 183 + K. 8038, REVERSE. 



PLATE 49. 

OMENS FROM THE LIVER. 



OMENS FROM THE LIVER. 

K. 2714 + K. 3831. t K. 4002. OBVERSE. 

U3 0 U3 0 
@4 

V) 
7 - @l 

K. 2714 + K. 3831 

+ K. 4062. 

REVERSE. 

7. Writtere over an  erasure. 
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