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PREFACE

The present volume contains a selection from the

Museum's collection of economic and administrative tablets
of the Late-Babylonian period. The texts extend from the
4th year of Artaxerxes III to the 219th year of the Seleucid
era (355 B.C. to 93 B.C.) and present many interesting
features, two of which at least ought to be mentioned here:
the provenance of most of the tablets is Babylon and a large
number are from the reigns of Alexander III (the Great),
Philip (Arrhidaeus), Alexander IV, and Antigonus (Mono-
phtalmos).

All the texts offered here are new except for s-even
tablets which are republished in improved copies. These
are:- 6: Pinches, CT 4, pl.39c; 19: Strassmaier, ZA 3, p.150,
no.12; 146: ibid.,p.143, no.3; 156: ibid.,p.l45,no.5; 159:
ibid.,p.144, no.4: 161: ibid.,p.l46, no.6; 162: ibid.,p.l46,
no.7.

The copies are arranged in chronological order:
Artaxerxes III (1-4); Alexander III (5-8); Philip (9-12);
Alexander IV (13-32); Antigonus (33-53); pre-Seleucid Era
texts, undated or dates lost (53-100); Seleucid Era, dated
texts (101-164); Seleucid Era texts, undated or dates lost
(165-193). They are the work of Mr. D. A. Kennedy, Attache'
de Recherche, Centre national de la Recherche scientifique,
Paris, who was enabled to discuss the contents and impli-
cations of the texts with Professor A. J. Sachs, of Brown
University, Providence. They will study them in a series of
joint articles in the Journal of Cuneiform Studies. The draw-
ing of the impression from a cylinder seal on no.126 is by
Miss D. Collon.

R. D. BARNETT,
Keeper.

DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN ASIATIC ANTIQUITIES,

THE BRITISH MUSEUM.

May, 1968.
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